
CAPTURED BY FORREST

Peril and Suffering Encountered by Two Adventurous Infantry-

men

¬

in Their Efforts to Reach the Union Lines

By GEORGE W QUIMBY

At daj break I stuffed as much o the
cotton into the legs of my breeches and
beneath my coat as I well could White
declining that luxury Wo were a sight
to behold being literally covered w ith cot-

ton

¬

which made us look as though we

had been treated to a coat o tar and

feathers
The pain had temporarily left my knee

and wc soon gained the river bottom

where we found that the road ran along

beside the Coldvvater River but wc were

not yet in sight of the bridge Then wc
began to look for a chance to get across

There was some ice along the edges of the
river but nowhere was the river frozen

clear across At length after going down

the stream for perhaps a half mile the
bridge v as upstream we came to a raft
which was foimed by diift logs and the
timbers of some old building which had
lodged The raft did not extend clear
across the stream but nearly so Wc now

gathered up some old slabs and pisces of

boards and timbers and pieced out the
raft which enabled us to get across to

what wc supposed was safety However

it was not thought safe to get to the main

road just yet but to travel a parallel
route through the woods The Winter
rise of the Mississippi River had not jet
commenced so the lowlands were not filled
with water Although we were not very
hungry we would have stopped to make
a fire to warm ourselves but still had no
matches The negro at the last house had
been unable to furnish us any

As it was we started off in the direction
of Austin through the open woods and
got along ery well for several miles but
at length came to a strip of cancbrakc a
couple of I eds w ide that crossed our route
We got through this and soon came to
another and somewhat wider and later
others were encountered which caused us
considerable delay as we had to crawl on
our hands and knees between the upright
canes and under the old ones which had
fallen in past years The thicket of canes
was so dense that it would often take us
five minutes to go 20 feet At length wc
came to one that must have been 100 rods
wide which took us two cr three hours
to get through On reaching a narrow oak
ridge in this brake we came suddenly on
to a droe of wild turkeys which we esti-
mated

¬

to be 75 in number They at first
did not show a disposition to yield posses-
sion

¬

of the ridge We at first thought
that they were tame or domesticated and
that a house or settlement was near but
they at length took flight and left us wish ¬

ing we had one of them baked for a
Thanksgiving dinner

Soon after this incident we came to one
of those old river lakes so common In
the Mississippi Valley that is long sec-

tions
¬

of the river proper which had been
cut off by changes of the channel ages
ago This lake was a half mile wide and
several miles long Along the banks
were seme plantations Some of
these plantations were occupied ard wc
selected one which we thought the most
isolated and advanced toward the white
house trying to keep the kitchen between
us and it

Visitors at the South will remember that
all kitchens there are detached from the
main building by several feet

TAKEN PRISONERS BV A WOMAN

We succeeded in getting to the kitchen
and on entering it we found an old

Mammy cook w hom w e asked to get us
as large a lunch as possible fahe ap
pcared to be very much frightened and
while we were trying to pacify her the
floor was suddenly thrown open and a
double barrelled shot gun was thrust with
in a few inches of my face with the de
mand hat are you doing in my
kitchen Behind the gun was a very
good looking woman of about 20 jears of
ago whose eyes flamed like those of a
maniac

She was so excited that I felt certain
that she would shoot before I could ex-
plain

¬

and I was not quite near enough to
grab the gun However I told her wo
were escaped prisoners of war and were
nearly starved and did not think it safe
to approach white people under the cir-
cumstances

¬

She then stepped to one side and ordered
ns to march ahead of her which order I
need not say we obeyed She marched us
into the white house and into the parlor
where we found her husband a rebel off-
icer

¬

in full uniform with his sword on a
center table near him He addicssed us
pleasantly made us be seated and then
inquired of us who we were and where
from We told him the truth and he
asked us why we did not come to the front
door like gentlemen and not come in
the back way like a negro or a thief We
gave him our reasons and he said Here-
after

¬

wherever you may be and under
whatever conditions or circumstances al-
ways

¬

go to the lront door of a gentlemans
house when jou have occasion to cuter

HOSPITALITY Or A REBEL OrFICXH

While he was giving us this lec-
ture

¬

his lady had retired and soon
returned and invited us to repair
to the dining room where she had
had the cook set on such cold victuals
as were on hand I can remember cold
ham cold biscuit milk butter beside- - sev-
eral

¬

other things that I cannot now recall
She told us to sit down and help our
felves which we did she sitting at the
foot of the table and pouring milk and
carving meat for us 1 think that neer
did food taste so good to me as then and
I am certain that our Yankee appetites
surprised her

We of course expected that after our
dinner we would be marched by the officer
to a rebel force and taken back to the
hill but imagine our surprise when on
again entering the parlor wo were offered
pipes and tobacco and told that we were
at liberty to depart On our expressing
surprise at what we termed his liberality
he replied to the effect that his sense of
honor would not permit him to interfere
with the comfort or pleasure of his guests
that we were now his guests and he must
be governed accordingly However we
later came to the conclusion that he had
more sinister motives than that of his

sense of honor But let that be as it
may wc will givo him the benefit of the
doubt

He told us to follow-- up the kike front
for half a mile where we would find the
wain road at a point where the lake was
narrow- - and bridged and that we could
follow the road into Austin without mo-
lestation

¬

it being but about six miles
away

We found things as stated until we came
to a house in sight of what was once the
town At the fence in front of this house
wo saw- - some 15 or 20 horses hitched
cquippeu iihc cavairy nnu ci course sup-
posed

¬

them to be our cavalry but on get ¬

ting nearer wc saw- - that the saddles were
no two alike When opposite the house

Ecveral men came out on the perch and
looked at us but gave no indication of
being interested in us We saw at once
that they were Confederate soldiers and
that we were in a trap but kept on ap ¬

pearing as indifferent as possible It was
now as near as we could judge about a
ttilo to the river landing where we hoped
to find a gunboat anchored near which we
felt sure if wo could gain the shore and
get their attention they would come to
our rescue

PURSUED MY REBEL CAYALKY

On each side cf the road for a quarter of
niile the wocdj were dense and we de-

cided
¬

to make a run for them and for thegunboat On turning for a last lookt the rebels we saw that they had all

Of course we were now very much ex
cited and started on our run but had not
gone to exceed four rods when my knee
again gave completely out so that I could
not walk a step

Then you should have heard lute
curse

They now say that he belongs to the
church but I can testify that he did not
then on the 2d day of January JsU4 He
cursed me threatened me wanted to carry
me and offered other expedients and final-
ly

¬

reported again to the twisting process
which so relieved my pain that I was en ¬

abled to walk down to the river the lehels
apparently purposely Iaggiig back to give
us an opportunity to get there Just be-
fore

¬

getting to the landing we passed the
only house in town the balance hating
been burned sometime previously by our
forces where we saw other Confederate
cavalry who also paid no attention to us
We passed on and down to the landing
where we saw a steni w heeled steamer ly-

ing
¬

at anchor in mid stream We saw our

1 I

threw wim tremendous to the floor
flag floating at the flag staff and walking
down to the waters edge began waving a
handkerchief and calling but could get
no answer or reply of any kind no more
than if it was a phantom ship

Presently three well dressed gentlemen
walked down to where we saluted
and asked where we were from and I
knowing it would be of no use to lie to
them frankly told them the true situation
One of them who acted as principal
spokesman asked w here wc wished to go
and on being told that we wished to board
that boat and go to Memphis the three
men retired for a short distance and held
a consultation when they again advanced
and one of them said Young gentlemen
we have decided thatwe cannot permit
you to go on board the boat Now hav-
ing

¬

at that time a little more confidence in
my tongue than in that of Comrade White
I had said to him at their first approach

Let me do all the talking I still had
hopes of getting help from the steamer
and said to them We do not propose to
be detained by civilians Uie one ad ¬

dressing me replied Oh sir we are not
civilians but are Confederate soldiers
This pointing to one of the three is Col
White of the Confederate army 1 then
said with some emphasis neither do we
propose to be detained by unarmed sol-
diers

¬

The Colonel then replied with a
smile My dear sir w e are not unarmed
and suiting the action to the word pulled
a medium sized revolver from his pocket
showed it to us returned it to bis
pocket

IN THE HANDS Or SMUGGLERS

I was not yet wholly without argument
or subterfuges for delay and immediately
said Sir if you insist on detaining us I
shall signal that boat and they will not
permit jou to take us back to the hills
I said this in a voice that sounded to me
as though I was in complete command of
the situation Howovr it did not nonplus
the Colonel who replied Genticmon I
beg to disabuse jour minds of the illusion
that you can go to Memphis on that boat
This gentleman pointing to the third man
is Government Aid on that boat and he
will not permit you to go with him The
Colonel must have been considerably in
liquor or he would never have made that
statement

Now it so happened that some two
months previous I had while at
Memphis made the acquaintmce of a Gov-
ernment

¬

detective whose chief duty it was
to ferret out the contraband trade along
the river He had explained to me all of
the rules and regulations governing the
traffic with the people of the South along
the river and these rules were fresh in
my mind I then turred to the man re
ferred to and asked if he was Govern ¬

ment Aid for that boat Ho replied that he
was

I said to him I demand of you protec
tion from these men He answered I
am niself a prisoner and cannot help
j on 1 then fired my last and most ef ¬

fective shot saing to him I thoroughly
understand the iulc and regulations under
which ou are working I know that ou
have no right to step jour foot on shore or
permit civilians to board jour boat neither
can jou land your boat except in the pres-
ence

¬

of a gunboat I know that jou must
bo in collusion with people in a contraband
trade or jou would not be on shore Now
if we are taken back to the hills it will
only be a question of time when we will
escape or be exchanged I know the name
of that boat the day of this month
and the records will show who had charge
of this illegal business and I shall certain-
ly

¬

report the whole matter
I then thought I had said all that was

nccessarj- - and turned to Col White and
asked him where he would have us go He
told us to go back up to that only house
befoio refencd to and there await him I
said we shall want something to eat and
he told us to order what we wanted and
he would Fettle the bill

By this time the levee above us was
lined with 40 cr 50 unarmed soldiers who
had overheat my remaiks 1 thought
from their friendly salutations that we
had their sympathy No one accompanied
us no guard was placed over us but we
went up to the houe as directed nnd
went in where we found that it was tem
porarily occupied as a sort of tavern A
few soldiers were seated around the fire-
place

¬

who made room for us so that we
eonld also warm ourselves

The proprietor of this house proved to
be a Mr Allen a gentleman whom I had
several times met in Memphis and who
undoubtedly was a successful smuggler

At any rate as soon as he got an oppor-
tunity

¬

he asked me not to appear to recog-
nize

¬

him either here or if I should ever
meet him again in Memphis Which in
view of the fact that he treated us eo
well and interceded for our final release
we readily agreed to do Wo were soon
joined by a very genteel young man who
seemed to exert himself to make our sur--

Ifcounted and were leisurely following us foundings pleasant for us We noticed

tf wfriftyPVtliS --
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particularly that whiskey was as bountiful
as water and just as free It was urged
upon us but as we feared that they only
wished to get us unconscious with w hisky
I only drank a little and White drank
none at all

ON TABOLE

In about an hour the Aid whoso name
I lenmed was Louis I have forgotten the
last name a French Jew and Col White
came up to the house and appeared to be
considerably under the influence of liquor
They asked us if we would accept of and
sign a parole I told them that under
the existing cartel a parole under these
circumstances would not be recognized bj
our Government Louis replied Vat de
hell do jou care if jou only get home
I told him I did not care that we would do
most nil thing to get out of this scrape
He then prepared a puole which on being
piesentcd to us I refused to sign on the
gioimd that it made us appear as deserters
from our army

He then said Den you fix it
I then dictated to the young man a form

which was signed by us and Col White
and we were informed that we were at
liberty to go or stay as long as we wished
The joung man who had written our
paroles was-- using an old rusty steel pen
and I handed him a fine large gold one
with holder which he used and became so
attached to that he wanted to puichase it
I told him I did not care to sell it but
would picscnt it to him in consideration
of his kind treatment of us He thanked
me but insisted on me accepting jl

I tWmmmi

him force

were

and

and

d

which he stated we would need before wc
got back to our regiment

Just before dark we went aboaid the
steamer w Inch we found to be the Evnns- -

ville There were on board the boat
owner the Captain a pilot one engineer
a cotton bujer from Boston and acrcwot
white deck hands besides a colored stew-
ard

¬

who acted also as cook A small flat
boat bad been in use making many trips
back and forth from the steamer to the
shore carrying cotton to the boat and
probably contraband goods to the shore

That the reader may fully understand
this matter I will state that by this time
the scarcity of cotton had caused the price
to go to 1 per pound and common calico
at the North was sold at from CO to 70
cents per jard

There had been much influence brought
to bear with the authorities to induce
them to permit trading with the planters
to thus obtain their cotton This was
violently opposed by the Army command ¬

ers as it would have a tendency to cause
the smuggling out of our lines of a large
amount of contraband goods

TRArTIC IN CONTRABAND COODS

In his Memoirs Vol 1 Page 399 Gen
Grant has said Among other embar-
rassments

¬

at the time of which I write
was the fact that the Government wanted
to get out all the cotton possible from the
South and directed me to give every fa-
cility

¬

toward that end Pnj- - in gold was
authorized and stations on the Mississippi
Hiver and on the railroad in our posses ¬

sion had to be designated where cotton
would be received This opened to the
enemy not onlj-- the means of converting
cotton into money which had a value all
over the woild and which they so much
needed but it afforded them means of ob ¬

taining accurate and intelligent informa-
tion

¬

in regard to our position and strength
Citizens obtaining permit from the Trcas
urj Department had to be protected within
our lines and given facilities to get out
cotton by which they realized enormous
profits

Tins plan did not work well ko the
rules were modified so as to provide that
all cotton trading boats on the river were
tcquired to obtain a permit and also to
receive on board a Government Aid as
he was called appointed by the Ticasury
Department whose duty it was to be pics ¬

cnt at ami supcivise ever tiiusactinu and
to see that no forbidden contraband goods
were gicn in exchange Among other
stringent rules by which the- - were gov ¬

erned were that no gold silver quinine
aims ammunition or other war material
in fact an thing which would lend to the
advantage of the Southern Confederacy
was permitted to be exchanged for cotton

We had learned that this portion of the
river was not the main channel but that
a few j ears previously the river had cut
through leaving this a ha on and the
main river traffic did not pass this way
hence we did not see any of the steamers
passing up and down the river also that
at the present stage of water gunboats
could not come into this port therefore w e
were isolated from the world

Wo were given a state room and told
that everything on board even to the bar
was free to us If I remember rightly this
was about 12 miles above Helena Ark
The boat lay here at anchor for the next
two dus and all times of the dav and
part of each night traffic was kept up be--
Lnevii uie ihkil aim snore renei soldiers
and civilians coming and going at their
sweet will Large quantities of liquor
wero consumed at the bar for which I
never saw any money civon in exehamre

Many of those who came aboard were
tiioso we saw wlien on shore who nlivnvs
treated us with respect frequently insist-
ing

¬

that we join them at the bar
On the next day after our arrival wn

noticed that there was a very ill feeling
between the Captain owner and cotton
bujer on the one side and the Govern-
ment

¬

Aid on the other side Louie as
he was called by ever one was quite drunk
and abusive much of the time Every
one was very guarded in his language
while in our presence but Louie would oc-
casionally

¬

blurt out a remark that was
very compromising to say the least He
seemed to cairy the idea that ho was not
getting a sufficient rake off

The officers of the loat were very re-
ticent

¬

with us and we could not get n
clear idea of what was going on We
noticed that every time the flatboat was
being loaded for the shore some one would
entertain us in the cabin or at the bar so
that we could not see what was being
sent on shore This did not matter to
White and I because we had decided be¬

tween ourselves that if they continued
to treat us right and landed us safely in
Memphis our mouths would bo closed as
to any irregularities that might come under
our observation thinking this one of the
conditions of our parole On ono occasion
we heard Louie make some kind of a kick
about four dozen Navy revolvers ho had
permitted to bo sent ashore hut the parties

addressed hushed up the conversation as
--oon as possible

i iliil iint mnt to hrttr tMs or similni
conversation but it often whs forced on
us through Iuics drunkenness

RUMORS OF TRriciljERY
On the second morninft Lftuia came to

us in our state room and told us that a
conspiracy had been fonneilbetw ecu the
officers and the rebels to kidnap us and
himself and take us buckto the hills and
wanted us to go on sliorcrwitti nun wnere
wo would make our way up the river a
couple of miles w here a guulKat was an-

chored
¬

We did not belice him and
thought he was the lasttto be trusted ot
any one on board - c

We arose and went among the officers
and erev to try to buy or borrow a re
volver but all stated tliere was none on
board

We had planned that if we could obtain
two we would cut the anchor line then
White was to go to the engineer and com ¬

pel him to answer my signals while I
would go to the pilot house and mn the
boat down to the main river and on till
we found a gunboat or to Helena

We weie so wrought up that I think if
we had had the money we would have
given the value of the boat for just two
good ievolvers I knew that while White
was not much of a talker I could count
on him on the last extremity in an emer-
gency

¬

like this While going from the
main cabin to the ladies cabin I met the
Captain at the sliding door and put the
qiustion plainly anil blimtlj- - to turn

Captain ale jou going to permit us to
bo taken back to the hills Ho was labor-
ing

¬

under some great excitement and re-

plied
¬

Quiinhy if I go to Memphis jou
are going and I believed he meant what
he said and felt easier

That night after we bad retired Louie
came to our stateroom and brought some
bottled beer which wo declined drinking
still fearing tieachery He was very much
intoxicated and pulling out of his pocket
and showing us two 1000 bills or bonds
without coupons said I have made this
on this trip and I will give jou half if
jou will not icpoit what jou have seen
vv hen j on get to Memphis

I told bun to keep Ins money that all
we asked was to be landed there safely
and that what we had seen was none of
our business and having been well treated
our mouths would be shut This seemed
to satisfy him for the present About
dark two or three ladies came on board
and a Mr Bowers and Mr Bow en as well
us two or three others who were repre
sented as planteis who were all going to
Memphis as passengers Soon the Cap ¬

tain hove anchor and started
THE GOVERNMENT DETEC7HVE CAUSLS

TROUniE

The cold weather still continued and
through lack of steam running ice or some
other cause it was the afternoon of the
second duv before we ai rived at our desti-
nation

¬

The first day and evening were
spent by the planters officers and Louie
alternately plaing poker at which game
much money was lost and won Ufiat
night Louie quit the game owing Mr Bow-
ers

¬

40 and said he would pay it in the
morning

The next morning Jyonie again got
drunk and did not join the game but Mr
liovvcrs did and soon round liimseit owing
Mr Bow en 00 and turning to Louie who
stood near said Louie please let me
have that 10 so that I can pay tins gen-

tleman
¬

what I owe himYii n
Initio replied I will givoityou 40 in

the living Block the military prison at
Memphis when I get to Memphis--

Mr Bowcis arose anil called Louie
a puppy an Ethiopiajlt puppy salu

Parties intcifered and itrieil to suppress
what all knew wonld ifiliilluncd to pro
ceed plnrcthcuiiall in aveny precarious
position because if an investigation wis
oneo begun no knowiiigawhero it would
end j jig

Louie was got out of the avnj-- for the
present and the game went on In the
course of an hour Louie ijvalked loisurelj
into the cabin and up to the table and
suddenly grabbed Bowers threw him to
the floor then tried to stik ill long knife
in him but the Captain Slw hojstcod near
pulled him nvvay Finnf tiinr time on
Bedlam reigned on board that boat Lome
had become familiar with the roustabout
crew and secured anothenknife and spent
the greater part of the daj-- in drinking and
looking for Bovvers I asked Mr Bovvers
why he did not kill Iconic He said because
he had no gun I told him if he would
get me a gun I would stop this row nnd he
replied that there was not a pistol on
board

Sometime after that Louie caught sight
of Bovvers at the entrance to the ladies
cabin and threw him with tremendous
force to the floor Louie was a large
powerful man and Bovvers a small and
weak one Bovvers ran into the ladies
cabin where White and I were talking
with the ladies with Lome close after
him A lady opened her state room door
and permitted Bovvers to pass in then
closing the door stood in front of it but
Louie rudely undertook to push her aside
when I interfeied and told him to stand
back He looked at me an instant then
said Quimby I know what jou are go-
ing

¬

to do with me when we get to
Memphis and drawing a big six inch
blade knife from his sleeve made a rush
for me Ho probably would have carved
me up in good shape but for my friend
White who was more powerfully built
than was Louie White grabbed him by
the shoulders before he could get to me
and swinging him around thrashed the
floor with him nnd thumped and kicked
him to snch an extent that he had to be
helped up

ARREST AND TRIAL OF SMUGGLERS

Soon after this we came in sight of
Memphis and ever one tried to arrange
for Bowers to leave the boat without being
seen by Iconic As soon as a line was run
out at the lauding a plank was rim
out at the lower deck to peimit him to
pass out while Louie was on the boiler
deck but he probably anticipating
this had another run ontfrom that deck
We saw-- Bowers run out on the
lower plank quickly followed by Louie on
the upper one and the race commenced
with White and I after Louie On going
up the slipperj-- icy hill Bowel s fell and
Louie began hammering him I soon got
to him and pulhd him off and turned him
over to a provost guard with orders to
take him to the living Block where I
would appear and prefer charges against
him I intended to leave him there over
night to sober up and then fail to appear
against him but he in trjing to head off
nnj-- charge that might be made against him
began proceedings against the boat and
each and cverj- - one of the officers the
cotton buyer and Mr IJuww and Mr
Bow en I never knew-- what tho charges
were but the boat and ilft ciifgo were at
once put under seizure an4 iWliitc and I
were cited to appear as ytuvsses in the
case Some one of the rdeftfidants also
made charges against Lonje to it was a
badly mixed up mess TJif Viptain told
White and I to board onrthejjioat till the
trial came off which did ljot oflcur for two
weeks a j

At this time tliere wcrem about 05
steamers tied up with theiq ajpscs to the
bank at Memphis The jjyewas gorged
with ice some distance alwvje iSome tluce
or four days after our arrival Jie ice gorge
above broke loose and caiutt down tearing
into me neet cutting to tjip peters edge
Mime 11 steamers among vhich was the

Kvansville Our home npvvpbeing gone
White by permission of the Irovost Mar-
shal

¬

went to the regiment then located
at Grand Junction He found Unit Wheeler
and the balance of the prisoners had been
exchanged and returned

I remained at Memphis till the trial was
called when I gave my testimony Veiy
few questions were asked of me I did
not hear the evidenco of other witnesses
so do not know what the parties were
charged with but I learned later that the
owner of the boat and Louie were botli
found guilty tho boat owner getting one
year in prison Louio was sentenced to
Alton Military Prison for during the
war and the boat and cargo confiscated

Tho end

A Fine Kidney Remedy
Tll Tl A TVIlKflm 17 A TVHnn fV

says If any sufferer from Kidney and Bladder
uucbsu win genu mm ineir address do win man
them free of all cost some of tbo remedy tbey
are looking for the ONE that will cure them

V1CKSBURG NATIONAL PARK

A Revisit to the Battlefield to Locate Posi-
tions

¬

Editor National Tribune I was
selected by the Ohio Commission on Vicks
buig Monuments Capt James Kilbourne
of the 95th Ohio President and Win P
Gault of the 7Sth Ohio Secretary to
proceed to Vicksbnrg and locate the posi-

tions occupied during the famous siege
by the 72d Ohio 95th Ohio 93d Ind and
114th 111 composing the First Brigade
Third Division Fifteenth Corps My R2

iection by the Commission having been ap ¬

proved by the Secretary ot War I re-

ported in March to Capt Wm T Kigby

of the 21th Iowa at Vicksburg the Cap

tain beng the Secretary of the Vicksburg
Vntimin Xlilifmv Park Association He
Inlmilnnnl me In till- - fllolk Of the Associ
ation Charles Longley of tho lioth Iowa
ini l TV Belts II S lhiclneer Start
ing on a tour of inspection wc passed over
nuiddv- - roads about three and a halt miles
to the Willis plantation northeast of the
Court House where Gen Grant estab ¬

lished his headquarters Wc visited Dr
Cooks plantation just east of the Willis
pkue where the Fifteenth Corns turned
to the right from the Jackson road when
en route from Big Black Kiver May lb
185 Having driven t tho Conft derate
lines on the old Grave ard road we aban ¬

doned our vehicle and walked over hills
along ridges and down into deep ravines
Capt Kigby qucsti ning me meanwhile
as to my iccollectlon of positions lied by
various batteries lcgiments brigades and
divisions

After walking about two hours we
passed around a pont of a hill and en ¬

tered a narrow valley that seemed some ¬

what familiar res milling the camping
ground of my brigade The valley though
nairow appeuel to be wider than the
one in which we eicampcd in lStK The
waterway 10 feet deeu was an unfamil-
iar

¬

object no snch stieam having been be ¬

tween our ainp and the hill on the noith
sde of the vallcv

Looking tovvaid the cast I said A
road up that lavine intersected one on
ton of the lidgc leading to Sniders Land
ing on Chiikasaw Iajou and if this is
where the brigade enenmped it is about
one mie and one eighth up the ravine to
the road on tho ridge When going to

Son Grants headquarters we turned to
the right and followed that road some lis
Unco then tinning to the left we followed
another lidgc to the Geneials headquar-
ters

¬

I reincmb r traveling tint route in
June 1SS The Engineer slid I had ac-

curately
¬

described the drection to Grants
headquarters

Capt Kigby summoned Win Kleinman
whose house is about 200 ards west of
where we were standing He was a boy
when Vicksburg was besieged but has a
distinct recollection of oecunenccs His
home was near tic Confederate works ill
front of our First Brigade He said that
the valley had been filled to the depth
of four feet by soil washed from hillsides
which had been cultivated in corn and cot-

ton
¬

and that the stiam had been formed
by the water cutting the channel to its
present depth within the past 10 jears
His statements ful y accounted for the
changed appearance of the vallej- - and the
presence of the deep waterway Mr Klein
man said also that he had assisted his
grandfather to fill up the trenches that we
had dug on the firing line the trenches in-

terfering
¬

xx ith the cultivation of the Imd
Thus I located the brigade camp in a

narrow valley about 200 jards in width
and the spring that I well remembered at
the foot of a high hill facing neaily south
and about 200 jards from the hill on the
south side and northeast of the camp of
tho JKitli Ohio

Accoiding to my recollections the bri ¬

gade headquarters weie on a slight eleva-
tion

¬

a little northeast of the camp ground
Division headquartcis Gen Tuttles

we located on the rdge Northwest of the
camp ground about 450 yards was the
line held by the sharpshooters Sometimes
we had to make a detour far to the right
around the pont of a biL before ascend ¬

ing direct to the firing line the nearer
route being exposed to the eneius sharp ¬

shooters The route up the ravine was
called The dead line Turning to the
light we crawled up through bushes cine
brake grapevines and timber to the
trenches near the brow of the hill

To day there exist marked evidences of
the positions of the two gun battery that
was located on our right near the point
of the hill where it dips down into a vall-
ej- Can any one infa ii me what bat-
tery

¬

that was Battery 1J 2d III com
iinnndcd by Capt Allen C Waterhouse
was located about SO jaids to the left and
rear of the left of the brigade There was
an abiupt drop of about six feet 50 feet
back from the battery to level ground
then a slope down into a ravine

In front of our ticnchcs was a steep
descent 100 feet into a valley about 210
jards wide then a steep ascent nearly 30
jards to where the house and barn of
Adam Lynd grandfather of Wm Kin
nian stood thence there was a gradual
ascent about 40 jaids fo the Confeder ¬

ates most advanced firing line From
wheie the bain stood a road had been cut
through the hill to the valley

Our pickets were advanced to the Lynd
buildings which were burned down after
nightfall and sometimes to the higher po-
sition

¬

south of the road One night when
this picket was filed up n Maj McClure
of Gen Tuttles staff was mortally wound-
ed

¬

Sergt James Burns and John Fox
Co C 9dth Ohio say they secured vege
tables from the Lynd gaideu the niglit be-

fore
¬

Maj McCIuic was shot
Theie is now no dense growth of trees

bushes and vines that cli uactcriyed those
hills and vallcv s in ISGu Tho cultiva
tion of the land has materially changed
the appearance of many localities once
so familiar to us However the hills ser
pentine ravines and deep gulches are still
there On the hiuh ground and in the
old forts traces of the trenches arc still
visible The change in the general Imd
scape is however very miikcil The hus ¬

bandman has taken the pi ice of the sol
dier The scene is pastoral instead of
wailike

The historic spot where Grant and Pem
bciton discussed the terms of surrender
is designated bj-- a large siege gun stand-
ing

¬

upright
The White or Shirlev house so well- -

know m Uuuug the siege has been repaired
and painted bj-- the Government and will
he used as a Museum in the National
Parle

It is interesting fo go along the two lines
of works The Confederate line is eight
and seven tenths miles in length from the
water front north of the city to the river
below or south A driveway for carriages
nlong the entire line is being constructed
by the National Park Commissioners Tho
Federal line begins at the water front
north of the citv- - in the southern pait of
the National Cenicterj-- and runs along the
line of hills to a point on tho river below
or south of the citj- - encompassing the
Confederate works and is about 10 miles
in length A carriage driveway is also
being constructed along this line

The Paik Commissioners Nov 1 1901
issued tho following Four grand Na-
tional

¬

Militaij- - Parks each located upon
the scene of ono of the desperate conflicts
of the civil war have been authorized by
the Congress of the United States not
in honor of v ictory or of defeat but to com-
memorate

¬

a crucial epoch in tho history of
the Kepublie and the fortitude nnd hero ¬

ism of her soldiers on both sides The
last bill to this end was approved bj-- Pres-
ident

¬

McKinlej- - Feb 21 1899 nnd is en-

titled
¬

An Act to establish a National
Military Park to commemorate the cam-
paign

¬

siege and defense of Vicksburg
No place on the Mississippi River be-

tween
¬

St Louis nnd New Orleans has a
moro healthful location than Vicksburg
now a city of 20000 inhabitants many of
whom are Northern people settled there
since the war

The National Cemetery is two miles
north of the city at the west end of the
Union line on a terraced hill There are
10799 graves marked with headstones
upon which aro ascribed tho soldiers
name regiment battery or ship In lieu
of a name if unknown there is a num-
ber

¬

Each State will place monuments along
the lines of works commemoraUng its reg-
iments

¬

and batteries Ohio will have 3D
monuments Indiana 28 Illinois 77 Iowa

32 Kansas 1 Michigan 0 Wisconsin li
Minnesota 4 Missouri 27 Kentucky 4
Massachusetts I New York 4 re

o Pennsylvania li Khode Island 1

West Virginia 1 and IT S Kegnlars I

The Confederates also have sent repre ¬

sentatives to locate the positions of their
commands

There have been marked changes in the
course of the Mississippi River at Vicks ¬

burg since 1WKJ Then the channel ran
nearly north and turning southward
made a loop with a long narrow penin ¬

sula between During high water in 1S70
ths peninsula was broken directly In
front of the city The river now touches
the citv only at its southern extremity
but a fine body of deep water Lake Cen-

tennial
¬

still exists at the upper bend and
along the entire city front At great ex ¬

pense the Government has dug a cmal
that leads the water from the Yazoo
Kivcr down in fnmt of the citv in the old
river channel II Warren Piielvs Co-

lumbus
¬

O

INCIDENTS OF STONE RIVER

Dress Parade Under Fire

Editor National Triiiune Having
served with Comrade Seott in the 18th
Ohio I was much inteiested in his accu-

rate
¬

narration of incidents that character
ized Uio battle of Stone Kiver I have--

however a vivid recollection of hcenesand
oecunenccs coming under my personal ob-

servation
¬

which he fails to mention
While we were still on the first line

earl- - in the morning Dec Ill we were
undir lire but not jet participants in the
battle Our position was in front of the
cedars To divert our minds from the trj-
ing

¬

suspense of the situation Lieut Col
Josiah Given commanding the regiment
drilled us in the manual of anus Some of
ourolhrers said we were On dress parade
under fire

A cedar tree about a fxt in diameter
standing near the center of the line held
by the 19th III on our right was cut down
bv a cannon ball some of the men being
iujuicd by it

ShiilUs Battery on our left was seri-ousl- j-

annojed by sharpshooters stationed
in trees who shot down a number ot men
and horses

While we were falling back after the
right wing had been swept from the field
vv e w ere met in the open field betw ecu the
cedar thicket and the railroad by Gen
Rousseau who requested Col Given to
charge the advancing rebels and hold them
in eheck if possible until he could make
some advantageous manuver with his di-

vision
¬

Compling with the request Col
Given ordeied the charge Temporarily
wo checked the exultant enemy but our
loses were heavy

On the afternoon of Jan 2 when Breck
enridge made his charge we were in posi ¬

tion on the left bank of Stone Kiver The
course of the stream above our position
was west to a point opposite the right of
the regiment thence it made a bend north-
ward

¬

To the right and rear opposite the
bend was a conical elevation upon which
was stationed a battery which by an en-
filading

¬

fire on Breckenridges charging
line contributed largely to our success in
repulsing the enemjs determined advance
In this engagement Capt afterward Maj
J M Welch was wounded

The assault on the enemys intrench
ments after dark Jan J was made in a
pouring rain

In the Stone Kiver campaign tho 18th
Ohio was brigaded with the 09th Ohio
19th III and 11th Mich the brigade be
ing commanded by Col T K Stanley of
the isth Ohio The division was com ¬

manded by Gen James S Neglcy
I believe that a bill giving 12 to all

not now hawing pensions and increasing
all on the roll drawing less than 12 to
that amount would readily pass Do not
let us commit the folly of demanding what
reason tells us we cannot get A J
Learned 18th Ohio Millfield O

Eattlo of Sranesvllle
Kditor National Tribune In De-

cember lSil Gen McCalls Division
known as the Pcntisylrmil Reserves oc¬

cupied a position on the right of the Army
of tl Potomac Of this division Gen
Old ommanded the Third Brigade com ¬

posed of three regiments of infantry four
companies of the Bucktail Rifles eight
companies of the 1st Pa Reserve Car
and u battery of six guns The 0th Inf
was commanded hv Col C F Jackson
the 10th Inf by Col J S McCalmont
the 12th Inf br Col John II Taggart
the Bucktaii Rifles by Lieut Co T L
Kane the 1st Pa Car by Lient Col Ja ¬

cob Higgins Col Geo I Bayard being
in Washington and the battery bv Capt
Listoi I belonged to Co C 1st Pa but
at this time was one of Gen Reynoldss
Orderlies

Harly on the morning of Dec 20 Gin
Ord was ordered to march to Drancsville
and if possible captu e an annoying cav-
alry

¬

foice scouting between Drancsville
ami the Potomac When he received that
order Gen Ord was at Camp Pierpont
about seven mils from the Chan Bridge
on the Drancsvile pike Promptly obey-
ing

¬

the order Gen Ord marched to
Drancsville and while loading his forage
wagons just east of that place was at-

tacked
¬

by Gen Jeb Stuart then com ¬

manding infantry hs brigade being com ¬

posed of the 11th Vii the lith S C the
10th Ala the 1st Kv a part of two cav-
alry

¬

regiments and Uie Sumter Flying Ar-
tillery

¬

probably IJOOO men Stuart with
about 200 w agons was also foraging
consequently the clash of arms The Con ¬

federates came up the road leading sDnth
from Dranesvile to Centerville Notwith ¬

standing wc had the advantage in position
numbers and arti lerj-- the Confederates
moie valorous than discreet atfciked u
The combat witnessed by Gen Reynolds
and Gen Meade was a signal victory to
our arms We lost nire killed and W
wounded among tha latter being Lieat
Cok Kane A bullet stnick him on his
cheek and he fell to the ground In-

stantly
¬

however he sprang to hs feet
and led the Bucktais to victory Accoal
ing to their own report the Confederates
lost 230 men Col Forney of the 10th
Ala being wounded and Lieut -- Col Mar-
tin

¬

of the same regiment killed Our ar-
tillery

¬

did exceptionally effective service
The enemy left two caissons- - rendered un-

serviceable
¬

bj-- our artillcrj- - on the field
Whie all tl o troops acted gallantly in

this little Lattle at Dranesvillj I am es-

pecially
¬

proud of the panegyric Gen Ord
pronounced upon the 1st Pa Reserve Cav
for the heroic manner in which it fought
its first batte

The enemy retreated toward Bull Run
leaving Uieir dead and wounded on the
field I rode over the field with Gen Rey ¬

nolds and I will here say that in mv
three jears service I never saw wounded
men sj badly mangled nor did I over sec
so many dead and wounded on so small a
piece of ground Gen Rejnolds remark-
ed

¬

to a staff officer that many of the Con-

federates
¬

were shot in the head and
shoulders Doubtless Capt Eastons bat-
tery

¬

was responsible for the mangled con-
dition

¬

of the enemys killed and wounded
I can iiev er forget the horrors of that little
field mens faces shot away others be-
headed

¬

The groans and cries for help
are sounding in my ears to day

When Eastons battery became seriously
engaged it was supported by my regiment
in line with drawn sibers Gen Rej--nold-s

present as an observer made a
number of practical suggestions to Capt
Easton and his artillerists

Col Bajaid arrived upon the field to-

ward
¬

the close of the fight In the early
morning at the Willard Hotel Washing-
ton

¬

he mounted his horse and rapidlj
rodo to Camp Pieipont Tliere he pro-
em

¬

ed a frc3h horse and then galloped to
the battlefield

In the battle the Confederates made a
serious mistake The Gth S C when
moving to attack us fired into the Ken ¬

tucky regiment which was in their front
mistaking the Kentuchhns for Union
troops The result was disastrous about
30 being killed and wounded

I shall relate an incident that is doubt-
less

¬

lcmembcred bj some of tho bojs of
Eastons battery Gen Old looking
through his field glasses said to one of
the gunners

Do you see that briek house over
there

Yes sir I do
Put a ball into that house It is full

ot rcbels

Gcneral I have tried to hit that housff
but it cant be done

The General dismounted stepped to tha
gun adjusted it and said

vow joung man never say it cane
be done Fire that gun

The J poiiiid solid shot struck the bnihl
ing about half way between the ground
nnd the roof making a hole as lare as a
mans head The rebels went out pell
mell through the doors and windows
Again turning to the gunner the General
said Young man never say it cant bo
done

The little battle at Drancsvire created
a stir the Army of the Potomac being or¬

dered under arms JosErit II Living ¬

ston Co C 1st Pa Reserve Cav 300
South Hoyne avenue Chicago III
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MONUMENTS AT ANDERSONVILLE

A Strong Plea by Junior Vice Commander-in-Chi-ef

Averlll
Editor National Tribune It is a fact

generally known that the National W It
C has secured the title to the land on
which the Andersonville Prison was lo-

cated
¬

including the Confederate earth ¬

works around it nearly 90 acres in alk
Within the past seven jears the have ex ¬

pended several thousand dollars in pro ¬

tecting and improving it including over
two miles of substantial boundarj- - fence
a nine room residence etc As long as thhr
patriotic organization exists the property
will tie properly cared for through tbo
agencj- - of a resident care taker or superin
tendent 1 tie prison and cemetery w hero
many of the prisons victims are buried
are separated bj-- a strip of kind less than
one eighth of a mile wide through which
it will be an easj- - matter to secure a 100
foot roadway thus conveniently connect-
ing

¬

the two
When the National W R C with mncti

hesitancy in August 1S90 accepted from
the Department of Georgia S A It the
deeds to Anderson ille Prison grounds and
tho responsibility of its preservation and
improvement they received trie hearty
thanksi and most enthusiastic applause of
the members of the 5 A It National En¬

campment then assembled at St Paul
Minn It was after due deliberation that
they siIcnmlj- - accepted the trust fully
realizing the great rcsponsihilitj- - and ardu-
ous

¬

labors which it entailed How well
this tnist has been fulfilled is in evidence
All that they have asked in return is hon ¬

est sympathy in their work from all par ¬

ties interested
Among other magnificent plans many of

which have alreadj- - been carried out in tho
most satisfactory manner is the erection
of State monuments on tho old stockade
grounds To this end the most sightly
portion of the grounds has been laid out
with a view to deeding to each State which
was represented among the heroes who
suffered there a lot of ample size at a
nominal cost The completed plan con-
templates

¬

in the near future the erecUon
of a magnificent National monument as
the prominent central figure with the sev-
eral

¬

State monuments grouped about it
This plan thus far has proved but a par-
tial

¬

success for the simple reason that tha
conditions have not been fully understood

The object of this communication is that
there maj- - hereafter he na mistake made
by reason of misapprehension

Massachusetts Ohio and Rhode Island
have erected their monuments within tho
stockade grounds thus contributing to tho
grand plan so earnestly advocated by tho
patriotic women who have Uie matter in
charge Two other States New Jersey
and Pennsjlvania have erected their
monuments within the cemetery the form-
er

¬

having done so prior to the date when
the plan for their erection on the stock-
ade

¬

ground was adopted
The reasons why these monuments

should be located upon the stockade
grounds may bo briefly summarized as
follows

First Thoso who suffered and lived aro
entitled to equal honor with thoso who
were relieved by death while imprisoned
The monument should be dedicated not
only to those who rest in the cemetery
but to the hundreds wbo soon died after
being released to hundreds whoso remains
were removed bj-- kindred and friends
after the war to an unknown number
whose remains still lie buried in the stock-
ade

¬

grounds where Uiey died to those
who endured for jears nnd now rest in
their home cemeteries and to those who
still survive but who in the natural
course of events will soon answer to tho
last roll call

Second The stockade ground is a much
more imposing site than the cemetery be
ing in full view- - of passing railroad trains

Third A much larger lot can be ap
propriated on the stockade grounds leav
ing space for ornamentation In fact
there is not sufficient space within the
cemetery and if it should be utilized for
his pm pose by the National Government

and all of the States interested the gen-
eral

¬

effect would be exceedingly crowded
and nnartistic

Iourth Something is certainly due the
Board of Managers of the Andersonville
propertj who have so faithfully labored
and so judiciously planned to render the
final consummation a fitting tribute to Uie
grandest band of heroes in the woilds his
tory

The only argument against the carrying
out of the admirable plan of the Board
that has to our knowledge been offered
is

Why should States erect monuments to
their heroes at Andersonville rather than
at other Southern prisons

The answ er is
First It is the most important tragic

and historic of them all and therefore a
fit representative of the sacred ground
where the Nations defenders deliberately
chose Death before dishonor

Second The title to the property is se-

emed
¬

and all of the landmarks including
Providence Spring are preserved tho

grounds are ample for the purpose and tho
natural conditions are perfect for adorning
and beautifjing

The only argument which has been of-
fered

¬

in preference for the cemetery as
a site for State monuments is that it is
owned bj-- the National Government and
x ill be perpetually cared for while per¬

haps the stockade grounds will not
Tliere is not a member of the G A R

who will not bank upon the pledge of tho
National W R C made in accepting the
tnist for the preservation adornment and
perpetuation of the Andersonville Prison
grounds as a monument to those who
suffered there The Board of Managers
maj-- be depended upon to continue on tho
same line of remarkable good judgmeut
and success that has thus far characteri-
zed

¬

them and arrange for the perpetual
care

Maine Michigan and other States aro
soon to add to the galaxy of monuments
at Andersonville Before their locations
are definitely decided upon the points
herein briefij- - set forth will no doubt bo
carefully considered James P Axerill

G A R
Atlanta Ga

m

Bayards Courier
Editor National Tribune What has

become of Bajards Courier It seems to
me it was a curious place for a story to
stop I am anxious to know what becamo
of the two Morgans I supposed that the
drift of tho storj- - was to bring together
these two brothers during the struggle
D P Stoiter Co U Ohio Cav Gay
lord Mich

Comrade Stoffer like many other read-
ers

¬

of The National Tribune has become
greatly interested in the two prominent
figuics in Bayards Courier and we aro
pleased to inform him that in the near
hi tine a sequel to this interesting story
will likely be printed Mr B IC Benson
is now preparing such a story under tho
title Old Squiie Editor National Trib-
une

¬

m

Wants Comrades to Write
Miss Anna Myrtle Jackson Hall W

Va who has been a bed ridden invalid
for 12 years nevertheless labors hard to
bring what sunshine she can into the lives
of others Her father is a Union veteran
but she is a cousin of the late Stonewall
Jackson She wants to bring some sun-
shine

¬

into the lives of her father and
mother and wants all the comrades who
sjmpathize with her to write a birthdny
letter to her parents Her mothers birth ¬

day is the 21st of July and her fathers
is the 2Sth The address is S D Jack-
son

¬

and wife Hall W Va
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